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"ASSOCIATION WILL DEMONSTRATE AT RIGGED. FEDERAL. HEARING DECEMBER -7 


No ‘statement can be made that is strong-enough to describe the fake 
bracero hearing» to be held by the U.S. Department of Labor in San 
Francisco on December 7 at.10 a.m. in the new State Building,. 555 
Golden Gate Avenue. Hexe are the facts, -obtained from several 
,- sources such as the bulletin of the National Advisory Committee on Farm 
|Labor;. off-the-record statements by an eminent economist who is 
spokesman ‘for University of California's Bureau of Agricultural Eco- 
nomics; reported conversations with U.S. Congressmen, and equally 
responsible officials and organizations. 


THE HEARING IS A PLANNED SUBTERFUGE. GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS MET IN 
-A-CGLOSED=DOOR SESSION WITH TOP GROWERS AND TOP LABOR LEADERS IN WASH- 
INGTON ; “MONTHS ‘AGO, “AND MADE A.DEAL. THEY DECIDED THAT WHEN THE 
"BRACERO .'LAW" EXPIRED IN DECEMBER, AS CONGRESS HAD WILLED, THAT -THEY 
WOULD TAKE IT ON THEMSELVES TO MAKE SURE THAT BRACEROS CONTINUED TO 
WORK IN CALIFORNIA FIELDS. THEY INVENTED NEW PROCEDURES AND SET A 
PREVAILING WAGE’ FOR 1965 AT $1.25 PER, HOUR(FOR MEXICAN WORKERS). 

» NOTHING THAT Is SAUD OR DONE AT THE DECEMBER ra HEARING CAN CHANGE a 


PROTESTS meen MAKING THE NORMAL HEALTHY “TUG-OF- WAR BETWEEN 
LAEOR AND MANAGEMENT INOPERATIVE. 


The Department of Labor, W. Willard Wirtz, director, is guilty of 
subversion of the intent of Congress Which voted down P.L. 78, the 
Bracero Law. The rigged hearing is an insult to our concept of Amer- 
ican democracy. We have seen fake proceedings of this type used in 
Communist countries to gloss over tyranny. Now the United States 
government, in collusion with powerful grower associations and with 
the silent consent of an important part of organized labor, is trying 
its own hand at tyranny. 


We will not enter the hearing room to discuss possible paper safe- 

guards, non-existent, unenforceable phase-outs or other nonesense 

designed to rally liberal support for this infamy. The desirability 

of foreign contract labor has never been demonstrated by anyone, It 

can’t be demonstrated. There is cmmsiderable evidence that it oper- 

ates as a slave labor system. We can never (Continued on page 2) 
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LABOR COMMISSION WITHDRAWS CHARGES AGAINST ASSOCIATION 


The California Labor Commission, under the directorship of Sigmund 
Arywitz, an ex-socialist from Los Angeles, had the Alameda County 
district attorney served notice on Bennett Mann, director of the West 
Oakland Farm Workers Association to "show cause why a warrant for his 
arrest should not issue” as a result of violation of the Labor Code 
relating to the licensing of labor contractors. 
we had consistently maintained that we were not in any way a labor 
contractor and that the Commission had no licensing authority over us. Apparently the Comm- 
ission agreed with our position at the last moment, as the charges were withdrawn a few days 
before the required appearanee before the D.A. 

It would be well if the Commission would direct some of the zeal shown in this case to- 
ward meaningful enforcement of the provisions of the labor law relating to sanitary con- 
ditions in the field, of the minimum wage for women, and investigation of misrepresent- 
ation by labor contractors to workers. 


ASSOCIATION SUES SAN JOSE AREA GROWER FOR $4270 FOR NON-PAYMENT 
OF WAGES.....-When a prominent grower refused to pay 25 of our 
workers, he had no idea we would drag him into court. See details 
on page two. The wages of the workers involved totalled 


Ti*S A FAKE(Continued from page one) 


accept it and we ask you to join us in 
our protest on Pearl Harbor Day, 1964 in 
San Francisco, 


We expect a Congressional investigation as 
a result of this perversion of legislative 
intent by an administrative agency under 
heavy pressure from growers, We are willi 
ing to testify publicly, under oath, to 
any of the statements made here and to 
make further testimony concerning misap= 
propriation of public funds through the 
operations of the Farm Placement Service, 
deréliction of duty to the Democratic 
Party by Governor Edmund G. Brown, in 
flatly contradicting the state platform in 
regard to farm labor, lack of enforcement 
of existing labor, laws by federal and state 
officials, bad faith by growers. in finding 
a domestic labor supply, etc, 


This association will demonstrate on the 
sidewalk on the morning of the hearing, 
Monday December 7. Some of our friends 
Will be in the hearing room to denounce 
the hearing itself, 
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NB! OFFICE: 1489 7th St,, Oakland, Calif. 


OFFICE HOURS: 6:30 to 8:30 pl. Weekdays, 


" PEONE: 524.8949 


OFFICERS: J. Bennett ann, director 
Suzan liann, secretary-treasurer 
William Esher, ass’t director 
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OAKLAND'S MAN OF THE 


$4270 LAWSUIT (Continued from page one) 


about $130, an average of about $5.00 for 
each of the 25 workers. Details of the 

prominent Saratoga grower's refusal to pay 
were reported in our September newsletter. 


Usually wage suits are brought by individ. 
uals for small amounts and are settled out 
of court through the labor commission, 

When Assistant Director William Esher ap- i 
peared before the labor commissioner on ane 
other matter, he.was asked why we had hand. 
led it in our own way, "We have a great 

deal more confidence in our own attorney 

than in an official of a governrent bureau", 
he told the commissioner, ‘This lack of cone 
fidence is based on the fact that. heavy 
pressure is constantly on all government 
agencies from grower groups in California, 
and it has proven difficult--if not inpos- 
sible--for farm workers to obtain justice 
from government, : 


The trial date will be posted prominently 

in and around farm labor offices throughout 
the Ray Area. Transportation will be pro= 
vided for the workers involved, although 
others may come along if there is room for 
them, We will leave at 7 a.m, from the 
Oakland farm labor office on the date of the 
trial, A list of the workers involved and 
the amount of their share in the $4270 will 
be circulated, but workers must remember~that 
the money is not theirs until the suit is won 
and the judgement paid. Expenses of the 

suit and an Emergency Fund contribution will 
be solicited from each member, 

ce: 


MCNTHs ED SOIDO 


Ed Soido is Association member number 6. He has worked nearly every crop that we have 


Had experience in. 


ries in June and when we had our abortive "apricot strike", 


He was present when we were forced to work in tho flooded bushber- 


Ed was there when we wait- 


ed in vain for our prune wages in August, and finally on our last job operation in 
September when we topped onions for Alameda County grower Ken Mello at 8¢ for a 50 lb. 


lug. 


Ed's last contribution to this Association was late in October when he missed a 


day's. work in order to help the Welfare Rights Committee by supporting statements they 


had made to an investigating committee concerning working conditions. 


Ed has been ill 


recently and has been unable to collect State Disability Insurance, to which we know 


he is entitled. 
igate. 


But the directors of the Association have not had the time to invest- 
Donations of money and time for worthwhile and important projects like this one 


are welcome and needed and can lead to important findings on how the State Disability 
Insurance Fund is not working for agricultural workers. 


* 


ry 
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Our transportation operation has been abandoned since we 


ANYBODY WANT TO BUY A BUS? 


are reluctant to deliver workers up to growers under the 


existing worker-employer relationships, where the worker 


inevitably gets a bad deal. 
We thought we could undercut them in a non-profit operation, but 
On top of this we are being harrassed by growers and by government since we 
are unwilling to take a totally subservient attitude in dealing with them. 


the labor contractors. 


we can't. 


We leave this function to 


Details are 


available in a reprint of an article on our association that appeared in FARM LABOR 


Magazine for October 196). 


Send 25¢ in coin to William Esher, 1737 Pierce St., San 


Francisco, or to the Association, for this reprint. Anybody want to buy a bus? 
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is published sporadically by the WEST OAKLAND 
FARM WORKERS ASSOCIATION, 1189 7th Street, Oakland, California. 


The association 


is a cooperative non-profit corporation operated by an unemployed carpenter, his wife, 
with the aceistance of the author of this newsletter, in addition to a San Francisco 
attorney and an ex-seminary student, all with the general good wishes of the Catholic 


Worker Movement, and of..several farm labor 


organizations in California. 
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